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RELEASE RIVERS EP AND TOUR UK AND IRELAND WITH ALESSI’S ARK AND O EMPEROR
SONS OF NOEL AND ADRIAN (SONAA) was formed in 2007 by best friends, Jacob Richardson and Tom Cowan. After years of writing and performing together in the drunken brewery town of Burton-Upon-Trent both guitar players parted ways as Jacob left for art school in Cornwall and Tom set off to travel across Europe. The pair would re-unite years later on the south-eastern shores of the UK in the creative Mecca of Brighton.

Having long shared a passion for rich, layered and intricate guitar music, the Sons’ deep musical exploration quickly developed into a unique and mesmerizing style, brooding on the dark fringes of folk, crossing genres and quickly setting them apart from their contemporaries. Jacob and Tom's tumbling guitars are joined by a colourful host of other instruments to create dynamic, textural music that ranges from shanty to Schoenburg, from deep underground to just above the surface.
Violinist Mike Siddell, (formerly of Hope of the States and currently with indie rockers Lightspeed Champion) was living in Jacob’s girlfriend’s garage at the time, and it wasn’t long before he joined the pair along with William Calderbank (cellist and co founder) of The Miserable Rich.

The heart of SONAA was born and the four set-off to Devon to record their debut album in a converted chicken shed in the Quantock Hills. As word spread and recordings were passed around town, an array of interested local musicians emerged and joined the fray, including members of the acclaimed Willkommen Collective; Nick Hemming (banjo + mandolin) and Helen Whitaker (flute) of The Leisure Society, Marcus Hamblett (double bass) of Kopek, Alistair Strachan (horns) of Hamilton Yarns, Rowan Coupland (clarinet), Jo White (accordion), Danny Green (percussion) of Laish Quartet and Catherine Cardin of Redwood Red.

The self-titled debut was released in late 2008. It quickly sold out and was re-released in April 2009 to general fanfare, triggering a monumental year for the band. After touring twice in support of Mumford & Sons and completing headline tours of the UK and Germany, the band ended the year with a string of high profile shows including the Royal Festival Hall with Laura Marling, the Institute of Contemporary Arts with Peggy Sue and the Barbican with Efterklang & The Britten Sinfonia and Jaga Jazzist.

The band found time in between touring to write their second album Knots, due for release in 2010 on Willkommen Records, and record an EP entitled Rivers and a collaboration with Alessi’s Ark. Both of these will be released to coincide with the bands touring together in January.

The Rivers EP is a collection of dark songs that explore three very differing concepts through a single shared metaphor, which occurred to songwriter Jacob Richardson after spending "three gruelling days in the hottest sun fishing with Jack on the wrong side of the river". Opener and live favourite Black Side of the River came directly from this experience. The theme is continued through the powerful second track Big, Bad, Bold, which explores the concept of "the inner strength of a woman", finally Leaving Mary's Hand brings the EP to a close as Richardson contemplates "a state of love and trust". Rivers is available on 7” vinyl, digital and limited edition CD typeset and pressed by hand by Brighton based letterpress and book artist Anna Fewster.

SONS OF NOEL AND ADRIAN / ALESSI’S ARK / O EMPEROR

On tour in January:

13 Cork, Cyprus Avenue

14 Galway, Roisin Dubh

15 Waterford, Electric Avenue

16 Dublin, Whelans

17 Limerick, Dolans

26 Brighton, The Albert

27 London, Hoxton Square Bar & Kitchen

28 Bath, Moles

29 Bristol, TBC

30 Falmouth, Miss Peapod’s

31 Exeter, The Phoenix


For more information see willkommenrecords.co.uk/press or contact Marcus at Willkommen Records on 07890 212994 or marcus@willkommenrecords.co.uk 

PRAISE FOR SONS OF NOEL AND ADRIAN

The Independent
“Their set is the highlight of the night, with sombre chants such as "Indigo" and "The Wreck is Not a Boat" becoming stirring chorales... The Sons have an enviable breadth of sonic possibilities… their self-titled debut album is well worth a listen.”

Drowned in Sound
“Each inspirational, frequently brooding composition speaks in intricate tongues of simpler times, evocative instrumental breakdowns speaking the words the lips cannot. An intensely vivid journey into a discordantly beautiful world, *Sons Of Noel And Adrian *have liberated themselves from the constraints of society’s sonic status quo, and in doing so, have created something truly inspirational.”

NME

“An astounding, intense performance of ‘Indigo’ by Sons Of Noel And Adrian sends the adoring audience into raptures… Sons rip the heart out of traditionalism and wash it down with cider”
Les Inrockuptibles

“sumptuous folk -from Brighton- by wise hippies, who could give lessons to Beirut or Sufjan Stevens”

The Line of Best Fit
“There is much in this debut to get excited about, and having experienced the live show on a number of occasions it shouldn’t be too long before the dark longings of Sons of Noel and Adrian’s intoxicating brew of chamber music, folk revivalism and hints of americana begin to get the acclaim they deserve.”

Fact Magazine
“Imagine Bert and John at their least playful, most furrow browed and shot through with a Harvest Records roster style of proggy sensibilities and you’re nearly there. A sublime debut and one which speaks of even more opulent, baroque and richer, rustic treasures to come.”

Lou Rhodes (Lamb) in The Scotsman

“If I was out to impress people with my leftfield music tastes... I've just started getting really into these people I befriended on MySpace - they're based in Brighton and they're called Sons of Noel and Adrian. They make really interesting music. It's not the kind of music you'd expect to come out of Brighton. To me they sound like they should be part of that American Nu-Folk movement - a bit out-there, may be from California somewhere - but they're not, they're from Brighton. They've got really beautiful strings and their lead singer's got a really unusual voice”

The 405

“The three-song EP grasps onto your attention and sends you off to a place of untouched beauty that is never overdone. The organic and authentic folk roots make for an ethereal beauty most can only dream of.”

Bizarre Magazine
“Think southern america gothic, like Jim White, Handsome Family but mixed in with a bit of Nick Drake and early Badly Drawn Boy Straight outta Brighton and Burton-Upon-Trent”

Muso’s Guide
“Performance-wise, the togetherness is astonishing; each note rings out and into the next, a bite so chilling there’s a tendency to forget the enormity of what you’re watching. The crescendo is Sons Of Noel And Adrian’s forté, and the chorus of voices make so much more sense live.Is this post-folk? Quite possibly. Is their self-titled album my tip for the 2009 Mercury Music Prize? Most certainly.”

Subba Cultcha

“Something sonically inspirational comes from The Sons of Noel and Adrian. Their conflicting melodies crash against each other like dodgems. The wailing vocals bay like sirens on the rocks. It’s wild, ethereal, diverse and compulsive.”
Music OMH

“As if they weren’t faultless enough, they also appear so charmingly courteous, as if they’re embarrassed that anyone is watching at all. They have little to worry about as the collective sigh once the words "last song" are uttered is plainly audible.”
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