
The Climbers – The Good Ship

The debut album from the new Willkommen studio supergroup: out March 2010

With the mass media convinced that the public’s love of downloading music means that musicians need to play live in order to make a living and be perceived as something worthwhile, the art of the studio-band is become something of an archaic notion. Or so you’d be led to believe. Fact is that touring is as costly as pressing up coloured vinyl for your common or garden micro-indie... Enter The Climbers, Willkommen’s very own studio-super-group, to re-dress the balance in the best way possible: by proffering utterly beautiful, transcendentally wonderful, timeless music.

Tim West and school friend, Christian Hardy, are at the helm of The Good Ship. They’re joined by a variety of other Willkommen players including Jacob Richardson from Sons of Noel and Adrian, Will Calderbank from The Miserable Rich and Christian’s partner in the Leisure Society, Nick Hemming.

The concept of ‘the album’ was important to Tim, I’m not a participant in the MP3/Shuffle generation. I consciously wrote all the songs, as an album - they all had their place in this context to make an overall piece of art. Not just individual songs that got clumped together...

It’s arguable that, in this time of digital saturation, ‘choice’ is illusionary. Within the tidy confines of The Good Ship though, diversity is celebrated: When we were kids, Chris and I recognized that the best albums were always the ones where artists managed to have a go at different styles of music. Bowie/Beatles/Stevie Wonder… making them sound quite eclectic in their influences, but at the same time, always retaining a unique sound.

The Good Ship is the product of a five year labour of unconditional love. It’s a joyful celebration of life, or, as Tim puts it, wanting to be either in your 'happy place' or away from the shit of modern existence.

This philosophy extended to the creative process. Away from windowless city studios, The Good Ship was recorded in a variety of idyllic settings. Tim put members of the Willkommen family on a bus and drove them to places like Wales, Devon and Northumberland so that we could share in a holiday experience and get the creative flow going. These were deeply happy trips for all of us, unforgettable really, Chris concurs, and I'm pleased that there is what I hope to be a worthy record to show for that time.  

As such, The Good Ship is blessed with an organic, natural and warm sound. Chris and I are both sceptical of clinically clean, over produced records, Tim elaborates, hence the reason you can hear us doing washing up in the back of some tracks.  The old creaky farmhouses that we recorded in added to that 'roomy' sound. When looking for firewood in an old barn on the first day of the first recording session, I came across a really old kids’ drum kit. It looked crap. But we then used it for a few songs because it sounded great.

Aural candy floss abounds – from the sweetly soporific shuffle of Anything, caressed by Jacob Richardson’s soulful, earthy brogue, to the lovelorn balladry of I Will Never sung by Nick Hemming and Sharon Lewis, former member of femme-folkers, Pooka , to the strident, bottle-up-and-explode rockisms of Bookshop Folk, delivered with ethereal effervesce by Beatrice Sanjust di Teulada and much more… The Good Ship is a celestial voyage that will steal the steeliest hearts.

Wearing his producers hat for this project (imagine that LA Fire Dept. one worn by Brian Wilson perhaps) Chris says: I think Tim has conceived a thing of honesty and beauty and I've done my best to get it all down on record as honestly as it was written

We’re inclined to believe him. Get on board The Good Ship, friend, because we think you’ll believe him too.
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